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Monthly Occasions 

New Year’s Day
The first day of a new year. This date is commonly known as New 
Year's Day and is a statutory holiday in all Canadian provinces and 
territories, and organizations.

Mary, Mother of God
A Christian day to recognize and celebrate the History of the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.

Feast Day of St Basil (Orthodox Christian)
A day where the Greek Orthodox Church commemorates Saint 
Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia.

Feast Day of St Basil (Roman Catholic)
A day where the Roman Catholic Church commemorates Saint 
Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia.

World Braille Day
A day to raise awareness of the importance of Braille as a means 
of communication in the full realization of the human rights for 
blind and partially sighted people.

Epiphany 
A day to remember the three wise men’s visit to baby Jesus and 
His baptism, according to events in the Christian Bible.

Orthodox Christmas Day
This date works out to be December 25 in the Julian calendar, and 
is similarly a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, who is 
believed to be the son of God.

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
A celebration in the Catholic Church, which brings the season of 
Christmas to an end. It takes on the importance of a second 
creation in which the entire Trinity intervenes.

Shogatsu/ Gantan-sai (New Years)
New Year (正月, shōgatsu) is the most important holiday in Japan. 
Years are traditionally viewed as completely separate, with each 
new year providing a fresh start.

Alzheimer's Awareness Month

Tamil Heritage Month
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Asarah B’Tevet
Tenth of Tevet is a minor fast day in Judaism. The fast 
commemorates the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar II of 
Babylonia.
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Thai Pongal
A multi-day Tamil Hindu harvest festival of South India, 
particularly in the Tamil community.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
A federal holiday in the United States marking the birthday of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., leader of the modern American Civil 
Rights Movement.

Timkat
Timkat is the Orthodox Tewahedo celebration of Epiphany and it 
celebrates the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan.

Lincoln Alexander Day
A day of recognition for Lincoln Alexander, one of the most 
accomplished Ontarians of our time, for being dedicated to 
fighting for equal rights for all races in our society.

JANUARY 2023

January 2023
Page 2 of 3

Orthodox New Year 
Many Orthodox Christian Canadians celebrate the New Year on 
January 1 in the Julian calendar, which falls on or near January 
14 in the Gregorian calendar.

Maghi (Makar Sankranti)
Maghi is the Punjabi name of the Hindu festival of Makar 
Sankranti celebrated by the people of Punjab on the first day of 
the month of Magh of the Hindu Calendar.

Lunar New Year
Lunar New Year is typically celebrated in China and other Asian 
countries. It begins with the first new moon of the lunar calendar 
and ends on the first full moon of the lunar calendar.
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Lohri
An annual thanksgiving day in Hinduism and Sikhism and a 
popular harvest festival. Farmers celebrate Lohri during a rest 
period before cutting and gathering crops.

International Day of Education
A day to  remind us that everyone, regardless where they are 
born, language or economic class, has the fundamental right to 
access a fair quality education.

Burns Night
A Burns supper is a celebration of the life and poetry of the poet 
Robert Burns, the author of many Scots poems.
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JANUARY 2023

International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the 
Vicitims of the Holocaust
This is a time to mourn those who disappeared in the Holocaust 
and reflect on the choices of those who allowed this genocide to 
occur.
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Vasant Panchami
Vasant Panchami is the Hindu festival that highlights the coming of 
spring. 

25
Bell Let’s Talk
An annual event that creates conversation among Canadians 
regarding mental health through the sharing of stories, strategies, 
and education.

Resource Spotlight: 
Digital Equity Diversity and Inclusion Calendar

The Digital Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Calendar is an online version of this 

calendar. It keeps track of days that may have special meaning for LTC residents, 

families and team members in Ontario all in one online space: religious and 

spiritual days of significance, cultural celebrations, awareness days and health 

promotion days. Visit the online version of the calendar to learn more about 

these dates, their significance and gain access to resources that you can share 

with others. The digital calendar also allows for dates to be added to your own 

calendar to help you keep track. Staying aware of these days and scheduling 

activities around them will help you create an inclusive home, 365 days a year.

Explore the digital calendar: clri-ltc.ca/diversitycalendar
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